Minutes
OF A MEETING OF THE

Oxfordshire Environment Partnership
HELD AT 10.00 AM ON FRIDAY 22 MARCH 2013
COUNCIL CHAMBER, DISTRICT COUNCIL OFFICES, CROWMARSH
GIFFORD
Present
Voting members of the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership
Councillor D Dodds (Chairman)
South Oxfordshire District Council
Councillor D Harvey
West Oxfordshire District Council
Councillor H Hibbert-Biles
Oxfordshire County Council
Councillor N Morris
Cherwell District Council
Councillor J Tanner
Oxford City Council
Councillor R Waite
Vale of White Horse District Council
Officers attending for the whole of the meeting
Mr W Lewis
Oxfordshire Waste Partnership
Mr Ed Potter
Cherwell District Council
Ms R Burns
Oxfordshire County Council
Ms V Fletcher
Oxfordshire County Council
Mr M Prosser
South Oxfordshire and
Vale of White Horse district councils
Mrs J Thompson
South Oxfordshire and
Vale of White Horse district councils
Mr R Young
West Oxfordshire District Council
Ms H Page
Environment Agency
Mr S Kenton

Community Action Group manager

Apologies for absence
Mr N King, Oxfordshire County Council
Ms S Ohlenschlager, Oxfordshire County Council
Ms L Watson, Oxfordshire Rural Community Council

24

Declaration of disclosable pecuniary interest

Mr D Harvey reminded the partnership that he was appointed by West Oxfordshire
District Council as a director of the United Sustainable Energy Agency.

25

Addresses and questions to the partnership

There were no addresses or questions.
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26

Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the Oxfordshire Environment Partnership meeting held on 25 January
2013 were agreed as a correct record and signed as such by the Chairman.
The partnership noted that TOE2’s woodfuel project was progressing.

27

Green Infrastructure

Ms Vicky Fletcher, Oxfordshire County Council Historic and Natural Environment
Team Leader, gave a presentation on the development of the Green Infrastructure
policy or framework.
She explained that the proposed framework was at an early stage and should be
complete by March 2014 at the latest. The framework would cover natural
environment planning: ensuring that developments included accessible green space;
managing existing natural spaces; and planning for their long-term management. It
would not replace existing district and county plans but would provide an overarching county-side policy. Its key use would be as supplementary planning guidance
and as to allow new environmental initiatives to be evaluated and targeted as part of
an overall strategy.
The partnership:
1. noted the presentation and thanked Ms Fletcher for this;
2. requested a further report to a future meeting as the framework progressed; and
3. suggested that Ms Fletcher discuss a proactive approach on implementing this
framework with district and county council senior planning officers.

28

Climate Local - update on actions

The partnership discussed a report setting out the proposed commitments and
actions to be included and reported on as part of the Climate Local process.
It was noted that these were drawn from existing commitments and actions
undertaken by partner authorities. A more challenging set of commitments could be
agreed in future.
The partnership agreed:
1. to note that no additional resource implications arising from implementing this
agreement;
2. as individual authorities to agree the Climate Local commitments in the appendix
to the report and report this decision to the Environment and Energy Strategy
Officer by 30 April;
3. that the commitments agreed by all partner authorities be published on the
climate local website as commitments of the whole partnership, and that
commitments agreed by some but not all partner authorities be published as such;
4. to ask officers to develop proposals for further actions to add to the commitments
in due course

29

Chairman's announcements

There were no announcements.
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ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED JOINTLY WITH THE OXFORDSHIRE WASTE
PARTNERSHIP

30

Oxfordshire Green Schools Contract extension

The Environment and Waste Partnership members considered a report proposing the
extension of the current Oxfordshire Green Schools education service contract with
the Groundwork Trust for a further five months from 31 October 2013 to 31 March
2014.
Members discussed the impact on schools of finishing the contract part way through
the school year but concluded that this was not significant.
Members of the Waste Partnership agreed:
1. to note the progress of the Oxfordshire Green Schools programme; and
2. to ask the Groundwork Trust to agree to a five month extension to the current
contract, taking the agreement through to 31 March 2014.

31

Community Action Group Project

With the agreement of the Chairman, this was considered as a joint Environment and
Waste Partnership item.
Mr S Kenton, Community Action Group Manager gave a presentation on the work of
the Community Action Groups and their environmental, carbon reduction, and waste
reduction work.
He outlined the formal and informal work carried out which involved up to 79,000
people in regular or one-off involvement across the county and aimed to make
community groups resilient and self-sustaining. Groups worked on reducing waste,
energy use, reusing materials, environmental improvements, and on training and
skills. The work tied in well with the county’s waste strategy and district strategies.
The county council gave funding of £90,000 a year which translated into £500,000 in
other funding and volunteer time and aided delivery of other community projects. A
community impact tool was in development which would help groups to collect and
collate data about the actual impact of their work.
The partnership thanked Mr Kenton for his presentation and congratulated him and
the CAG project on the excellent work and the positive impact this had on
communities.

The meeting closed at 11.10am

Chairman

Date
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